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Distance Learning News

Officials from
Columbia Southern
University, along
with local business
and city leaders
celebrate the
opening of the
school’s hew
67,000 square foot
facility in Orange
Beach, Ala.

Columbia Southern University opens
expansive, new facility in Alabama

Columbia Southern University
(CSU) employees, public officials,
local business leaders, students and
alumni recently celebrated the grand
opening of the school’s new 67,000
square foot home in Orange Beach,
Ala.

Students from around the world
also participated by watching live
streaming video.

The event opened with remarks
from CSU President Robert Mayes,
Orange Beach Mayor Tony Kennon
and Alabama Gulf Coast Chamber
of Commerce President Mark
Berson.

“This is one of the most exciting
days we’ve ever experienced at
Columbia Southern University,”
said CSU President Robert Mayes.
“We are proud to be joined by public
officials, local business leaders and
residents who have all come out to
demonstrate their support during
this milestone event.”

With a record enrollment of
more than 16,000 students and at
least 25,000 expected by 2010, CSU
quickly outgrew its previous 17,000
square foot building.

This year, CSU surpassed more

than 200 employees, forcing

in-house faculty and staff to occupy
additional facilities in Orange Beach
and Gulf Shores.

The new building is large enough
to house all CSU departments with
additional room for growth.

Construction began in December
2007 on a 20-acre plot of land. The
additional acreage provides future
expansion opportunities without
forcing CSU to relocate.

CSU will occupy the first two
floors, and once the third floor is
completed, 360 work stations and 65
offices will be available.

The facility features a training
room, conference rooms, break
rooms, fitness center, balconies,
shipping and mailing area with a
loading dock and more.

Additionally, a first floor
conference room and classroom are
available for public use on an as-
available basis.

The classroom can seat
approximately 250 people theater-
style, and the conference room seats
50 people theater-style.

Columbia Southern University
is listed in the DANTES Catalog
of Nationally Accredited Distance
Learning Programs.

www.dantes.doded.mil

Language-to-Go
is gone

Due to tremendous response to
the notice in last month’s bulletin
and the limited number of units
available, no new requests for the
language-to-go pilot program can be
accepted.

Results of the pilot will be
published in the fall. Questions
or comments can be directed to
DantesD L@navy.mil.

New DANTES-affiliated

schools:

International Sports Sciences
Association (ISSA)

1015 Mark Avenue
Carpinteria, Calif., 93103
805-745-8111/800-892-ISSA
Fax: 805-745-8119
Accreditation: DETC

Email: info@issaonline.edu
Web: http:/[www.ISSAonline.edu
*Certified Fitness Trainer
*Specialist in Sports
*Conditioning

*Specialist in Performance
*Nutrition

*Youth Fitness Trainer
*Specialist in Fitness for Older
Adults

*Fitness Therapist
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DANTES Testing Progams

100th base-sponsored National Test Center now open

In January, the DANTES testing program reached a milestone
when Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., became the 100th military installation
to activate a base-sponsored National Test Center (NTC) — in this
case, with Columbia College.

Currently, there are more than 100 Base-sponsored NTCs

worldwide. If your base has yet to establish one, the process to do so
is simple. Military education centers interested in establishing a base-
sponsored National Test Center (NTC) need to coordinate with a local
or on-base institution (college or university), the base commanding
officer and DANTES.

There are many advantages of having a NTC on or near bases.

Computer-based testing reduces administrative work associated with
paper-based test administration. Moreover, DANTES funds the test
and examination fee, and students receive instant score results.

. Submitted photo
Specific steps to get the NTC started are found on the DANTES Marine Staff Sgt. John Arbogast (front left]

Web site at http://www.dantes.doded.mil. Select the “Academic and Army Spc. Jamie Phipps, were the first
Examination Programs” and “Education Staff Information” drop- two Service members to use the new NTC
down menus. Then click on “Base-Sponsored National Test Center at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo. Kudos to Robert
(NTC) Establishment.” After you download this information, Malikowski, TCO, Mona Russell, Columbia

College test examiner, L. H. Stewart, ESO, and

) i . ) David King, director of Columbia, for teaming
(MOU) upon request. DANTES will assist you with options and up to provide CLEP eCBT and iBT DSST

provide answers to any questions you might have. Send e-mail to opportunities for Service members.
exams@navy.mil.

Electronic test inventory is live and visible Testing Calendar
A DANTES Test Site’s testing inventory that is stored in the DANTES

DANTES will provide a sample Memorandum of Understanding

Automated Test Inventory program (Web DATIP) is live, online information SAII’;II 2(?3]95 Sl

. . . .o -11 - ubjec
that is accessible to those with permission and ' 17— ECE Extended Response (Essay)
access at all times.

15-29 — Praxis™
If a Test Control Officer (TCO) receives a May 2009

shipment of the new 2009 GED Batteries and 7,12, 14 — ASE (CONUS)

does not enter them into the inventory, DANTES 12,13, 14 — ASE (Overseas)
officials can see this. (ASE registration deadline: March 24)

The inventory process was established to June 2009
. . . . . 8 — LSAT (U.S., Puerto Rico, Canada,
maintain test security and accountability. It is .
Europe and Africa)

important to keep it updated in a timely manner. 19 - ECE Extended Response (Essay)
While TCOs submit an electronic Quarterly 29 — LSAT (Australia, New Zealand and
Examination Inventory via DATIP to certify that Asia)

the exams listed are really there, the online inventory is visible at all times July 2009

for security purposes. 25-29 — Praxis*

Religions of the World exam is retiring Notes: _ ,
— Overseas test sites send orders six
Excelsior College is retiring its essay-format “Religions of the World” weeks before the test date. CONUS test
exam (#509) effective September 30, 2009. There will be no immediate sites send orders four weeks before the
replacement for this non-stocking test. test date. Contractors ship tests to arrive
The final (national) test date for the paper versions of this exam will be Just before the planned test date.
August 14 with ratings (grading) to occur in mid-September. *Choose only one day to administer.

Submit separate Prometric order forms
for GRE Subject and Praxis.

5 http://www.dantes.doded.mil/dantes_web/
library/docs/examinations/exams_calendar.pdf
_ April 2009 www.dantes.doded.mil
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Coastline offering computer-based testing at NAS Pensacola

Coastline College officially began
offering CLEP and DANTES
e-testing at its Pensacola National
Testing Center (NTC) on March 15.

The college, with physical
campuses in Fountain Valley, Calif.,
now operates NTCs in four locations
— NAS Fallon, Dyess AFB, Holloman
AFB and NAS Pensacola.

By June, they plan to have NTCs
in Gulfport, Miss., and onboard
Naval Base Point Loma, Calif.

“Anytime we’re able to reduce
the amount of time and money
that a Service member needs to
expend toward their education, we’re
happy to do so,” said Ed McKenney,
Coastline’s dean of Military
Programs. “CLEP and DANTES
testing provide a means for our
military to acquire college credit for
knowledge they’ve already attained
through independent study, prior
course work and, most importantly,
their military training.”

Prior to the establishment of the
e-test center, exams were paper-
based and results could take weeks to
return through the mail.

Service members, as well as
civilians, may now take CLEP and
DSST exams on one of 10 computers
in the new computerized testing
center and will instantly receive score
reports.

Students will know exactly what
college credits they can receive by
successfully completing a test.

“One big advantage is that the
tests are free for active duty and
reservists and don’t require a Tuition
Assistance Form,” said Joel Menges,
Pensacola Site Administrator. “I love
being able to provide this service.

As the former test examiner here at
Pensacola, I know receiving results
back from testing agencies can seem
to take forever. Having these results
in your hands the same day you take
the test is a real plus.”

Beginning this month, students
can go online to schedule CLEP and
DANTES tests at any of the centers
at http://military.coastline.edu.

Students also may schedule a test
directly with the center by calling

850-549-7599.

With more than 25,000
enrollments per year — and a Spouse
Program that offers free textbooks
and courses via the Internet and
handhelds — Coastline continues to
find innovative ways to help military
students attain their educational
goals.

Established in 1975 as a college
“without walls” dedicated to distance
learning, Coastline specifically began
serving the military audience in the
early 1980s.

As a California community college,
Coastline offers a high-quality
degree at one of the lowest tuition
assistance rates available.

Coastline conferred associate
degrees on nearly 1,500 Service
members in 2008.

“It’s our sincere hope that
Pensacola’s NTC will provide even
more opportunity for Sailors in the
(Gulf Coast) region,” said McKenney.
“When we bring the Gulfport NTC
online, as well, we hope to be able
to eliminate any barriers Navy
and Coasties might have. We want
them to get that associate degree, so
they can establish a solid first step
toward their advanced degree and
promotion.”

— Story submitted by
Coastline College

New AEF TCOs
prepare to deploy

Recently, DANTES provided training for
the next deployment cycle of Air Force
Expeditionary Force (AEF) test control
officers. They will leave in May 2009 to
conduct DANTES-sponsored academic
examination programs for forward
deployed Airmen. Pictured in the
front row, from left to right are: MSgt
Vickie Caile, TSgt Jennifer Kidwell,
TSgt Catalina Green and SMSgt Jamie
Golden. In the back row are: SMSgt
James Arel, MSgt Matt Halter, MSgt
Bruce Pollock, MSgt Joe Thomas Jr. and
TSgt Corey Faust.

www.dantes.doded.mil
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DANTES accepting requests for new security equipment

DANTES is always looking for
ways to increase test security and one
of its test providers, Pearson VUL,
has committed to a comprehensive
set of test security enhancements.

Taking digital photos and
collecting digital signatures during
the test center admissions process
provides more robust assurance of
candidate identity and authenticity

of score reports.

DANTES/Pearson VUE test sites
will have the ability to take digital
photographs and capture digital
signatures of candidates sitting for
select professional, academic and IT
exams.

DANTES has agreed to supply
the security equipment to DANTES/
Pearson VUE test sites that meet the

atfret]ns
CIsSCO

requirements listed in the link below.

Supply is limited, and requests are
verified and completed on a first-
come, first-served basis.

Order your security equipment
online at http://www.pearsonvue.
com/military/dantes.

For more information, or answers
to questions, send an e-mail to

dod@pearson.com.
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Clinical pathology testing now available to Service members

The American Society for Clinical
Pathology (ASCP) recently signed a
new Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) with DANTES.

ASCP was founded in 1922 and is
a professional society with 130,000
members working as pathologists,
residents and physicians,
pathologists’ assistants, laboratory
professionals and medical and
laboratory students.

ASCP is based in Chicago with
offices in Washington, D.C., and
Indianapolis.

ASCP provides excellence in
education, certification and advocacy
on behalf of patients, pathologists
and laboratory professionals.

ASCP offers professional
certification for technicians and
technologists who work in the
following medical careers.

Technician Certification

*Donor Phlebotomy Technician

— DPT (ASCP)

*Histotechnician — HT (ASCP)

*Medical Laboratory Technician
— MLT (ASCP)

*Phlebotomy Technician — PBT
(ASCP)

Technologist Certification
*Blood Banking — BB (ASCP)
*Chemistry — C (ASCP)
*Cytotechnologist — CT (ASCP)
*Hematology — HTL (ASCP)
*Medical Technologist — M'T

(ASCP)
*Microbiology — M (ASCP)
*Molecular Pathology — MP (ASCP)
Diplomate Certification
*Diplomate in Laboratory
Management — DLM (ASCP)
Specialist Certification
*Blood Banking — SBB (ASCP)
*Chemistry — SC (ASCP)
*Cytotechnology — SCT (ASCP)
*Hematology — SH (ASCP)
*Laboratory Safety — SLS (ASCP)

www.dantes.doded.mil

*Microbiology — SM (ASCP)

*Pathologists’ Assistant — PA (ASCP)

International ASCP Certification

*International Medical
Laboratory Technician — MLT
(ASCPY)

*International Phlebotomy
Technician — PT (ASCP")

*International Medical
Technologist — MT (ASCP")

*International Technologist in
Molecular Pathology — MP (ASCP')

ASCP is accredited by the
American National Standards
Institute (ANSI).

DANTES looks forward to
working with ASCP, which offers its
certification exams through Pearson
VUE at computer-based testing
locations. For additional information,
contact the DANTES Credentialing
Program at certprog@navy.mil or call
850-452-1111 ext. 3213 or DSN 922-
1111 ext. 3213.
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How TO PICK A COLLEGE
Getting the latest college news; snooping for the real story

Browsing through student newspapers and other online
news services is a good way to get a relatively objective view
of a college. So snoop around.

Is your number-one college pick cutting services or raising
tuition?

Is your state’s university opening a new dining hall,
computer lab or football stadium any time soon?

Will the campus become a major construction zone for the
first three years you are attending?

Most student newspapers are available online — and many
provide archives of back issues, allowing you to gain a better
sense of what has been happening on campus all year.

YD Inside Higher Ed

http://www.insidehighered.com

Higher education news, commentary, blogs and discussion
areas, even a little bit of investigative reporting.

B USA Today Education Coverage

http://www.usatoday.com/news/education

Read the latest national and international education news.

B College News Online

http://www.collegenews.com

Includes a small, but interesting collection of headlines
from student newspapers across the country.

“®  News Link

http://www.newslink.org/statcamp.html

This is a great resource for news publications of any kind —
including campus newspapers which are listed alphabetically

by state.

YD Education News

http://www.topix.net/education

If you’re still searching for that golden nugget, head over to Topix which gathers information from 50,000 sources
and 360,000 user forums around the world.

“®  The New York Times’ Education Coverage

http://www.nytimes.com/pages/education

Serves up daily news about education issues and events, including higher education coverage. Don’t miss the
Education Life supplement and technology columns also available online.

‘B U-Wire

http://www.uwire.com

Read stories and headlines from online student papers across the country.

‘B Los Angeles Times’ Education Coverage

http://www.latimes.com/news/education

Updated daily, this section fills you in on the latest education news to hit the LA area and beyond.

“B  The ‘Washington Post’s Educational Coverage

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/education

Read national news about trends in higher education, converse with college officials in online chats and find
directories to college home pages.

Reprinted by permission from College.edu; “Online Resources for the Cyber-Savy Student” (DANTES Stock #
2443.) To order this publication, send an e-mail to dist@navy.mil. Other DANTES reference publications can be viewed
online at http://www.dantes.doded.mil/Dantes_web/distribution/refs.htm.
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Army education counselors teach Soldiers how to learn

By Sgt. Matthew C. Cooley
15th Sustainment Brigade Public Affairs

Frances Judkins is an Army Education Services
guidance counselor who does all she can to ensure
Soldiers at Fort Hood, Texas, are aware of the
educational opportunities available to them.

Judkins recently addressed a group from the 15th
Sustainment Brigade, 13th Sustainment Command
(Expeditionary) where she discussed Army Tuition
Assistance, Go Army Ed, Functional Academic Skills
Training, the Leadership

Skills Program, Army/
American Council on
Education Registry
Transcript System, the
College Level Examination
Program and the new GI Bill
benefits.

Judkins explained how
Soldiers could reach their
goals through a variety of
programs.

Army Tuition Assistance
(TA) pays Soldiers’ tuition
—up to $4,500 a fiscal year
and $250 per semester hour

U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Matthew C. Cooley
Frances Judkins, Army education guidance counselor,
speaks to a group of 15th Sustainment Brigade, 13th
Sustainment Command (Expeditionary) Soldiers about
their educational opportunities.

records of Occupational Specialties, military classes and
the Council’s recommended college credits.

Judkins cautioned that many schools require students
take a certain number of semester hours or credits from
them before they will do a military evaluation for credit.

Command Sgt. Maj. Nathaniel Bartee Sr., 15th
Sustainment Brigade’s Senior Non-Commissioned Officer,
hopes his fellow Soldiers will take advantage of all the
programs available to them.

“Every Soldier in this brigade should have at least
an associate’s degree,” said
Bartee.

He went on to say that
Soldiers who want to pursue
higher education would be
] given time to do so.
: Judkins also discussed the
i Leadership Skills Program,
which allows Soldiers to take
short classes during the duty
day for credit. The 37 classes
available include 15 computer
classes that also can lead to
Microsoft certification.

The College Level

Examination Program

— for classes that lead to an
associate, bachelor’s or master’s degree.

Soldiers may choose to take traditional classes in a
classroom, or they can choose online learning through
http://www.goarmyed.com.

Judkins pointed out that online classes can be pursued
even while deployed overseas.

Army classes and experience also can be used to gain
college credit through the Army/American Council on
Education Registry Transcript System, which keeps

(CLEP) tests for credit in a
wide variety of subjects. Even if the student fails, the
only penalty is waiting six months to retest, according to
Judkins.

She also briefly explained some of the important
points of the new GI Bill.

Information about the new GI Bill can be found at
www.GlBill.gov. Judkins encouraged Soldiers to ask and
research their educational opportunities.

“If you do not ask, you may not get,” she said.

New Dlstance Leanlng Catalog Web site up and running

FEATURED SCHOOLS

TEXASy& STATE

of Texas

Toxas State UnhverstySan Marcos.
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The new Distance Learning Catalog Web site is a great
success. During the first three months, there were more than
14,500 hits.

DANTES has received excellent feedback from peope who
have viewed the site, and a couple of great suggestions already
have been incorporated into the catalog.

We encourage those who have not yet visited the new site
at http://www.dantes.doded.mil to do so and let us know what
you think. To access the Distance Learning Catalogs, click on
Distance Learning Programs and DANTES Catalogs.

There is a feedback button at the bottom of the page, and we
want to hear from even more viewers.
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Army vocational program focuses on high-demand careers

Last month, all active duty
Soldiers — including National Guard
and Reserve Soldiers on extended
active duty and Wounded Warriors —
became eligible to enroll in the Army
Vocational/Technical (AVOTEC)
Soldier Program.

The AVOTEC Program enables
Soldiers to enroll in non-college
degree courses that teach skills
tailored for jobs in today’s most
in-demand career fields and take
certification and licensure exams
related to those professions. This
program is open to all eligible
Soldiers at any time during their
active duty service.

AVOTEC is especially beneficial
for Soldiers transitioning to civilian
life. It is not, however, a program for
veterans.

Interested Soldiers must enroll in
courses prior to separating from the
Army. Officers who participate in the
program will not incur an additional
service obligation.

AVOTEC-eligible programs:

*Must be selected from the schools
listed at *https://www.hrec.army.mil/
site/education/VOTEC_Program.html

*Must be “non-degree”

*Cannot exceed 18 months

*Must be paid by September 30,
2009 (all instruction, certification
and license costs).

Congress approved $19 million
for this pilot program as part
of the Consolidated Security,
Disaster Assistance and Continuing
Appropriations Act of 2009.

The G1 Bill or other existing
educational benefits may not be used
for the AVOTEC program.

Soldiers are restricted to the
maximum of $4,500 per fiscal year in
Tuition Assistance (TA).

The AVOTEC Program may
be utilized in conjunction with
traditional TA, but the total cost
remains restricted to $4.,500.

For example, if a Soldier has

used $1,000 for a traditional college
program, the remaining $3,500 may
be used for the AVOTEC Program.

Community colleges, private,
trade and technical schools approved
by the Department of Education
are eligible to submit programs for
inclusion on the AVOTEC Web site.

Programs of instruction vary
in length and subject. They can
range from a few hours to several
months, and focus on a wide array
of career training, such as: computer
certification, health care, leisure and
hospitality, event planning, food
service, construction, transportation,
law enforcement, finance, real estate,
geriatric and child care professions
and mechanics.

Most programs are designed to
prepare Soldiers for state or national
license or certification.

Soldiers completing AVOTEC
programs that do not include a
certification test can apply for those

certifications through AVOTEC

We’re lookin
g for:
* Awards

* A.mazing Stories
* Pictures

* Meam’ngful quotes
New programs
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— providing they are still on active
duty at the completion of the
program.

This program is available through
September 30 or until the funds are
exhausted — whichever comes first.

Soldiers interested in enrolling
in the program should visit the
AVOTEC Web site at https://www.
hre.army.mil/site/education/
VOTEC_Program.html and consult
an education counselor as soon as
possible. New schools and programs
are added to the Web site weekly.

If you do not see a program
that meets your needs or interest,
you may refer a school to AVOTEC
through the Web site.

Whether you want a second career
as a chef, a builder or in computer
science, there is a vocational or
technical program out there for you.

Don’t miss this opportunity to act
on your career wishes and dreams
and train for the job you have always
wanted.
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Creator of Holland's Self Directed Search dies at 89

John Holland, professor emeritus in the

Department of Sociology in the Krieger
School of Arts and Science at Johns
Hopkins University — and a giant in the

field of career counseling — recently passed

away at the age of 89.

Holland developed a widely influential
vocational classification system to
help people understand and better fit
themselves to specific careers.

Holland’s concept was to base
vocational guidance on a client’s
resemblance to six distinct personality
prototypes known as RIASEC types
(Realistic, Investigative, Artistic, Social,
Enterprising and Conventional). These

also are referred to as the Holland Codes.

N

John L. Holland, PhD.
Creator of Holland's
Self- Directed Search

He theorized that once people identified their

combination of personality types, they would be more

likely to find a better career fit and would thus be happier

workers.

Holland’s work lives on through his Self-Directed

DANTES

6490 SAUFLEY FIELD ROAD
PENSACOLA, FL 32509-5243
http://www.dantes.doded.mil

The DANTES Information
Bulletin is published online monthly

Search (SDS) — which is paper-based and
available through the DANTES Distribution
Center.

SDS is an easy-to-use, self-administered,
self-scored and self-interpreted interest
inventory. The SDS Assessment Booklet,
DANTES stock #1152, is used by examinees to
determine their three-letter RIASEC Summary

| code. An examinee’s three-letter Summary

Code is used with The Occupation Finder,
DANTES stock #1153, to identify occupations
that match this code. The Occupations Finder
lists over 1,300 occupations arranged according
to Holland’s RIASEC system.

Also available for individual use is “You and
Your Career Booklet” (DANTES stock #1151)
that helps examinees better understand their

three-letter Summary Code using six easy-to-follow steps.

To find out more about the SDS instrument, order the

“Professional User’s Guide” (Stock #1155) and the “SDS
Technical Guide” (Stock #1154) or send an e-mail to

counseling@navy.mil.

DANTES telephone numbers are:
DSN 922-1111 (plus extension); CML (850) 452-1111 (plus extension)

to inform education personnel about

DANTES programs.

Send all inquiries and letters

to Code 10E at the above address.

Reproduction in whole or in part is
permitted for any purpose of the
United States Government, except
that copyrighted materials may not

be reproduced without written

permission from the copyright

owner.

The Secretary of the Navy

has determined this publication

necessary in the transaction of

business required by law of the
Department of the Navy. Funds for

printing this publication have been

approved by the Navy Publications
and Printing policy committee.

Office Extension Fax E-mail
Director’s Office 3150 1159 dantes@navy.mil
Enlisted Advisor 3153 1159 ea@navy.mil
Reserve Advisor 3127 1159 rca@navy.mil
Web site 1322 dantes webmaster@navy.mil
European Advisor 011-49-6202-80-6008 dantes@eur.army.mil
Pacific Advisor 808-449-8862 dantes.pacific@hickam.af.mil
Troops to Teachers | 3141 1096 ttt@navy.mil
Education Support | 3133 1162
Military Evaluations/ | 3164 1162 ace-soc@navy.mil
SOC/MIVER

WWO09 Symposium | 3126 1588 dantesww(@navy.mil
Training 3131 1588 dantestraining@navy.mil
Counseling 3132 1162 counseling@navy.mil
Reference Resources | 3135 1162 refpubs@navy.mil
DANTES Publications/ | 3134 1162 pubs@navy.mil
DIB
ACME/Outreach 3126 1162 dantes outreach@navy.mil
Education Programs| 3124 1161
Examinations 3245 1160 exams(@navy.mil
Distance Learning 3129 1161 DantesDL @navy.mil
Tuition Assistance 3130 1161 tahelp@navy.mil
Credentialing/ 3194 1005 certprog@navy.mil
Certification
Distribution Center | 452-1082 1140 dist@navy.mil

Jeffrey P. Cropsey, Ed.D., Director

Katherine Belcher, Editor
pubs@navy.mil
I Aol 2009
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Seenes from the NCPOLP

Fducation Fair

More than a thousand participants turned out for Navy
College Program Distance Learning Partnership (NCPDLP)
education fair at Chevalier Hall onboard Naval Air Station
Pensacola last month, including a host of NATTC students.
The fair featured more than 40 booths with information on
all levels of education from GED to PhD., local and online
military-friendly schools, technical training, certification
programs, education funding, SMART counseling and military
officer programs.
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